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FROM THE M4 (London, SE)
Come off the M4 at Junction 15- the Easternmost Swindon exit.

Turn right when you come off the M4. Head north, follow signs towards Cirencester, Cheltenham and Gloucester. At every roundabout you go straight on. It’s the A419 /A417.

The A419 eventually becomes the A417 when it reaches Cirencester. Just stay on the road. Don’t go into Cirencester. Follow the road as if you are going to Gloucester / Cheltenham. Don’t follow the signs to Stroud or Cirencester any more.

After you pass the signs to Cirencester and Stroud (A419), about 2 miles on you go over a huge bridge- right over a valley. Soon after there’s an exit called Quarry  Junction. One of the destinations it goes to is Perrott’s Brook. As you come off the A417, turn right at the first roundabout and then continue straight at the second- towards Perrott’s Brook.

Go straight. Although a minor road, it is quite easily passable to horse boxes. You come down a hill, just over one mile from the A417, slow down, and there’s some more houses and a crossroads. Just beyond it there’s a T junction (the A435, next to the Bear pub) and if you go left, proceed about one mile to North Cerney (towards Cheltenham). As the road turns right, pass the first turning to the left. You may see a pink pub on the right (the Bathurst Arms)- it is set well back from the road, by the turning signed to Calmsden. 50 yards on, take the next left signed to Woodmancote. 

Go straight up that road, up a long hill. Don’t turn. After about 1.3 miles, you’ll see a sign “Please drive carefully through the village”. You’re in Woodmancote. 

Past the first buildings, and a post and rail fence, you come to a junction. A road joins from the left, and there’s a signpost on the left. Just past the signpost is a turning, through stone gate posts. Go down. You’re in Moor Wood! If you get as far as the telephone box in Woodmancote, you’ve gone too far.

Now go to the end of the directions – see “In Moor Wood” below.

FROM THE A40 OR A429 (NE)

NB This is perhaps not the best route for anyone transporting a horse, especially by trailer. If you want to avoid a steep, narrow road in N Cerney, continue to the end of the A429, and following signs turn right twice to go north towards Gloucester, on the A417. This will put you on  the same route as the M4 directions above. Come off the A417 at Quarry Junction as explained.

Taking the A429 south towards Cirencester you will pass the A40-A429 roundabout. Beyond it you go down a hill and there are traffic lights. At the bottom of a second big hill about 4 miles later is the Fosseway Inn, and then about 1 or 2 miles later is the Hare and Hounds pub. Turn right just past it, towards Calmsden. Go ‘straight’ through Calmsden, continue over the crossroad one mile beyond, then on for 1/2 mile to North Cerney. Drive very slowly as the road starts to go down towards N Cerney! You will see a pink pub on the left at the bottom (the Bathurst Arms). Turn right at the T junction (A435) and immediately turn L to Woodmancote. 

Go straight up that road, up a long hill. Don’t turn. After about 1.3 miles, you’ll see a sign “Please drive carefully through the village”. You’re in Woodmancote. 

Past the first buildings, and a post and rail fence, you come to a junction. A road joins from the left, and there’s a signpost on the left. Just past the signpost is a turning, through stone gate posts. Go down. You’re in Moor Wood. If you get as far as the telephone box in Woodmancote, you’ve gone too far.

Now go to the end of the directions – see “In Moor Wood” below.

FROM THE A435- CHELTENHAM (N)

Taking the A435 towards Cirencester you will pass through Colesbourne. Continue for about 2 miles until you approach Rendcomb. There is a turning for Woodmancote- turn right. If you have a horse with you this road is not suitable- continue on the A435 to the next right turning, just before the Bathurst Arms in N Cerney and pick up the directions as explained above from the M4.

Go up the hill, turn left at the T junction. About 200m further there is a phone box and the road turns sharply left- continue on it. Past the next few houses is a driveway on the right- the only right turning before the road junction. It has stone gate posts. Go down there- now see “In Moor Wood” below.

FROM THE M5 
(I believe this is the best  route to take if coming from the Bristol/ Severn bridge area)

Take exit 11a off the M5. Head east on the A436 towards Oxford-Cirencester-Swindon-M4-A417.

At the top of the big ridge, turn right at the roundabout towards Cirencester-Swindon-M4. You should now be on the A417.

At the top of Birdlip Hill, turn right at the roundabout (next to the Air Balloon pub) towards Cirencester-Swindon-M4. You should now be on the A417.

Alternative route for cars only which is shorter but more difficult and includes a very steep, narrow road unpassable for horse transporters:

Take the exit at the service station on the A417, signed to the Duntisbournes. Turn left at the T junction and then right at the turning marked to Woodmancote about 100m on. Follow the road for about 2 miles. Drive carefully!

Turn right at the T junction. Follow the road for about a mile until you see a ‘Please drive carefully through the village’ sign. Go on, through Woodmancote. You will see a phone box where the road goes sharp left. Following on, there are some houses on the right. Past them, just before a  junction, by the road sign is a drive with stone gates. Turn right down the drive. Now go to the end of the directions- see “In Moor Wood” below.  
If you’re coming with a horse:

Continue down the A417 about 15 miles until you come to Quarry Junction  (one past the Duntisbournes). When you come off the dual carriageway, turn left towards Perrott’s Brook.

Go straight. Although a minor road, it is quite passable for horse boxes. You come down a hill, just over one mile from the A417, slow down, and there’s some more houses and a crossroads. Just beyond it there’s a T junction (the A435, next to the Bear pub). Go left, proceed about a mile to North Cerney (heading towards Cheltenham). You will see a pink pub (the Bathurst Arms). Take the second left to Woodmancote. 

Go straight up that road, up a long hill. Don’t turn. After about 1.3 miles, you’ll see a sign “Please drive carefully through the village”. You’re in Woodmancote. 

Past the first buildings, and a post and rail fence, you come to a junction. A road joins from the left, and there’s a signpost on the left. Just past the signpost is a turning, through stone gate posts. Go down. You’re in Moor Wood. If you get as far as the telephone box in Woodmancote, you’ve gone too far.

Now go to the end of the directions – see “In Moor Wood” below.

FROM THE SOUTH-WEST

The A419 from the M5 and Stroud, the A433 from Bath and the A429 from Chippenham all join together just west of Cirencester. 

From this direction, continue towards and around Cirencester as if you are going to Cheltenham. Go straight at the roundabouts. When you come past about 4 roundabouts, you will have to turn left, to continue going towards Cheltenham (A435). Then another roundabout- keep going straight, and then there should be traffic lights. Continue straight.

You then pass a petrol station on your left, and shortly afterwards a Mitsubishi garage on the right.  Shortly after this is a turning to the right towards Cheltenham. This is the start of the A435.
Approximately 5 miles later, you reach North Cerney. You will see a pink pub (the Bathurst Arms). Take the  left turning just after this  to Woodmancote. 

Go straight up that road, up a long hill. Don’t turn. After about 1.3 miles, you’ll see a sign “Please drive carefully through the village”. You’re in Woodmancote. 

Past the first buildings, and a post and rail fence, you come to a junction. A road joins from the left, and there’s a signpost on the left. Just past the signpost is a turning, through stone gate posts. Go down. You’re in Moor Wood! If you get as far as the telephone box in Woodmancote, you’ve gone too far.

Now go to the end of the directions – see “In Moor Wood” below.

IN MOOR WOOD

Entering the gates, go down through the trees. There’s a road going off to the right,  but go straight. WATCH OUT FOR THE INVISIBLE SPEED RAMP! You’ll see an enormous house and cedar tree in front of you, but this unfortunately isn’t where we live. Turn right, keep going down the hill, stay on the tarmac. Just past the stable yards, turn right into the car park. The annexe front door faces into the car park. Our door is round the corner in the yard- honk if you can’t find anyone!
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